
Tree City USA
City of Mesa

Application for Fiscal Year 2015



The Tree City USA® Program 

• Sponsored by the Arbor Day Foundation in 

cooperation with the USDA Forest Service and 

National Association of State Foresters

• Provides direction, technical assistance, public 

attention

• No charge or fees to apply or maintain designation

W h a t  i s  i t ?



•Management Academy recommendation

•Council interest in pursuing

•Currently meet most of the requirements 

Reason for Initiating



• Cleaner air, shadier streets, reduce greenhouse gases, 

lessen the urban heat island and aesthetic beauty

• Serves as a blueprint for planting and maintaining a 

community’s trees

• Encourages better care of urban forests 

• Tells visitors, through signage, that here is a 

community that cares about its environment

• Increases potential for being awarded federal and 

state tree grants

B e n e f i t s



1. Community Forestry Program with an Annual 

Budget of at Least $2 Per Capita

2. Community Tree Ordinance

3. Tree Advisory Panel

4. An Arbor Day Observance and Proclamation

Standards Required



1. Community Forestry Program with an 

Annual Budget of at Least $2 Per Capita

B u d g e t



BUDGET

Community Forestry Program with an Annual Budget of at Least $2 Per Capita

TREE CITY USA STANDARD 3 WORKSHEET 2015 - City of Mesa

Department TREES
Tree Planting 

& Initial Care

Tree 

Maintenance

Tree Removals Management Other Misc. 

Maintenance

TOTALS

Planted Pruned Removed

Facilities 6 145 47 $3,600 $62,390 $5,346 $71,549 $2,000 $144,885

Transportation 900 1,599 207 $25,310 $62,995 $29,346.75 $81,992 $0 $199,644

Parks 119 1,872 98 $17,418 $705,279 $16,427 $306,099 $18,368 $1,063,591

Environmental 

& 

Sustainability

0 0 0 $0 $0 $0 $5,335 $0 $3,600

TOTALS 1,030 3,616 352 $46,328.23 $830,664.81 $51,119.52 $463,239.70 $20,367.70 $1,411,720

POPULATION 464,704 $3.04
Volunteers Youth Adults

Numbers 28 36

$3.06 per 

capita when 

adding 

volunteer time. 

Hours 112 144



2. Community Tree Ordinance/Plans

• Desert Uplands

• Citrus Sub-Area

• Landscaping Standards

O r d i n a n c e

Tree and Shade Plan



3. Tree Advisory Panel

• Track expenditures

• Develop standard tree care practices

• Coordinate City Arbor Day celebration

Current Tree Advisory Panel (Tree Board):

• Donna DiFrancesco, Environmental Management and Sustainability

• Zac Koceja and Vincent Bruno, Engineering

• Mark Bragg and Brent Thornton, Parks, Recreation and Commercial Facilities

• Deryl Smith and Mary Croft, Transportation

• David Calloway, Transit

Advisory Panel



4. An Arbor Day Proclamation and Observance

• Reach out to community

• Partner w/ local businesses 

Arbor Day



Arbor Day Proclamation with Mayor John Giles, Apr. 13

Proclamation reading with Mayor 

Giles, City of Mesa Tree Board 

members and Eagle Scouts headed 

up by Benjamin Norris.

Arbor Day Proclamation



Arbor Day, Press Release and Web Page

Arbor Day Observance



Tree Value Tags placed in Pioneer Park during Celebrate Mesa event and around 

City buildings. Included Mesa Arts Center, AZ Museum of Natural History, i.d.e.a. Museum, Municipal 

Building (Customer Service and Planning) and Mesa City Plaza (City Hall).

Arbor Day Observance



Tree Value Tags

Arbor Day Observance



Lorax Reading by Mother Nature at Celebrate Mesa, Apr. 18 at Pioneer Park 

(5,000 attended). 

Arbor Day Observance



Tree Planting at Celebrate Mesa, Apr. 18 at Pioneer Park (5,000 attended). West 

Coast Arborist volunteered time and donated the tree. 

Arbor Day Observance



Arbor Day Observance

Tree Hugging Booth and Tree Tag at Celebrate Mesa, Apr. 18 at Pioneer Park 

(5,000 attended). 



Low Impact Development Pilot – Nov. 1, 2014 at Mesa Urban Garden

Additional Tree Planting Activities

Trees donated by Clean Air Cab 
were planted by community 
members.



Additional Tree Planting Activities

Low Impact Development Pilot – Nov. 1, 2014 at Mesa Urban Garden - AFTER

Trees help clean storm water



NFL Tree Planting at Emerald Park, Jan. 17 for ‘greening of the Super Bowl.’

Additional Tree Activities

Four generations of family members 
from the Emerald Park neighborhood.



Tree City USA Awards and Tree Planting at Arizona State Capitol, Apr. 23

Additional Tree Planting Activities



Tree inventory of trees in 

Mesa Parks. Measuring 

diameter at breast height 

(DBH).

Additional Tree Activities
Tree City 

USA Flag 

flying at 

Mesa 

Main 

Library.

Tree City 

USA sign 

at Mesa 

Park and 

Ride.


